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Wild History and Whisky Tours June 2019 

Forts to Fairies, a Deeside Castle Story 

Scotland is renowned for its castles - of which there may be over two thousand, reflecting 

warring between clans, and also with England, well in to the 18th century. By the beginning of 

the 16th century, when the English aristocracy were starting to build country houses, Scottish 

lairds were still erecting fortified tower houses. These were more elaborate and ornate than 

the earlier, more functional towers, but were still designed to defend from attack. These 

tower houses, with their elaborate turrets and corbelling, have come to typify the Scottish 

castle.  

Our tour looks at how the Scottish castle evolved from the Norman walled courtyards 

enclosing a wooden tower, through the modest stone tower house, to the later rambling 

baronial country residence. We’ll also look at defensive sites that pre-dated castles, 

including an Iron Age crannog (man-made island) and hill fort, and take in an earlier Bronze 

Age stone circle, built in a more peaceful age when fortified sites did not exist. Along the way 

we’ll look at the way in which the landscape changed over the centuries of our journey. 

We drive along beautiful Deeside and turn north to the Burn o’Vat Visitor Centre to see the 

crannog on Loch Kinnord from the viewpoint above the centre, and if wished, take a short 

walk to the Vat – a spectacular bowl-like geological feature and waterfall. We’ll then visit the 

enigmatic Tomnaverie Stone Circle at Tarland from which we can view the nearby hill-fort 

and ponder what triggered the change from building peaceful ceremonial sites to defended 

forts. Our next stop is the massive Peel Ring of Lumphanan castle mound, one of Deeside’s 

earliest castle sites and associated with Macbeth, who was slain in battle at Macbeth’s Stone 

close by. We’ll peek into some history and find out about the real Macbeth and why 

Shakespeare has a lot to answer for!  

After lunch we drive north to the many turreted, pink harled 16th century Craigievar Castle, 

one of the best preserved and most authentic tower houses in Scotland, from which Disney 

is said to have drawn inspiration for his fairy castle. Our final stop of the day is Drum Castle 

to the east of Banchory, which boasts one of the oldest Medieval tower houses in Scotland, 

plus elegantly furnished Jacobean and Victorian baronial style extensions. If time, and 

visiting in summer, we can also visit the historic rose garden in the grounds. 

 

Tour Itinerary (Drop off time is approximate) 

9.00am Pick up Deeside 

9.30 Burn o’Vat Visitor Centre - Crannog and Vat 

10.45 Coffee at Tarland 

11.15 Tomnaverie Stone Circle to view Iron Age hill fort 

12.00 Peel Ring of Lumphanan, Macbeth's Stone and Well 

12.45 Lunch at Platform 22, Torphins 

1.45 Craigievar Castle guided tour, 2019 entrance fee £13 

3.30 Drum Castle tour & rose garden, 2019 entrance fee £13 

6.00pm Drop off Deeside 

 


