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Wild History and Whisky Tours June 2019 

Castles and Casks, Icons of Speyside 

Our tour looks at how the Scottish castle evolved from the earliest Medieval ‘motte and 

bailey’ structure, to solitary tower house, to rambling baronial country residence. Along the 

way we take in the history and landscape of Speyside, looking at how its castles played a 

part in shaping both, and sample the whisky associated with this beautiful landscape. 

Driving over the stunning Snow Road we stop to view the dramatic Corgarff Castle, an 

austere looking tower house converted to barracks after the 18th Century Jacobean uprising. 

The Redcoats stationed here had more success in suppressing further rebellion than their 

other task of keeping down the illicit stills and whisky smuggling in nearby Glenlivet. We then 

visit the beautifully located Glenlivet distillery for a comprehensive tour and tasting, followed 

by brunch in the distillery cafe. Owned by Chivas Brothers, the distillery was founded by 

George Smith, a former illicit whisky maker and grandson of a Jacobite 'refugee', after 

obtaining the first licence to distil in the area.  

On leaving the distillery, we visit the nearby ruined Drumin Castle, a good example of an 

early and fairly basic tower house, and once an outpost for the infamous 14th Century Wolf of 

Badenoch, sometimes known as the Celtic Atilla. After stopping to admire the historic pack- 

horse bridge that pre-dated the military roads built to quell the Jacobites, we make our way 

down Glenrinnes to Dufftown and the ruins of Balvenie Castle. Sitting on a hilltop above 

Glenfiddich and Balvenie distilleries, this is one of Scotland’s oldest stone castles, which 

traces its development from medieval, curtain-walled stronghold to attractive Renaissance 

residence that played host to Mary Queen of Scots on occasion. 

After lunch at the Glenfiddich distillery café, we drive along the picturesque Spey Valley to 

the privately owned Ballindalloch Castle, which displays the progression from elegant tower 

house to Baronial style country mansion set in beautiful gardens. One of the few castles in 

Scotland to have been lived in continuously by its original family, the Macpherson-Grants, it 

is the centre of a modern Highland estate managing sporting moor, farmland, forestry and 

tourism. Of interest to our American visitors will be the letter from George Washington to a 

former laird and governor of Florida, which was found hidden in the attics. 

We round the day off with a free whisky tasting at the Whisky Castle in Tomintoul, which 

stocks over 300 malts and many independently bottled whiskies. We’ll sample a malt from 

the nearby Tomintoul distillery, bourbon and sherry casked malts, and a peated malt.  

Tour itinerary (Drop off time is approximate) 

8.30am Depart Deeside or Speyside, with roadside stop to view Corgarff Castle  
10.00 Glenlivet distillery tour (£12.50; 2 aged malts and 1 cask samples) 

11.15 Morning coffee/ brunch at distillery cafe 

11.45 Drumin Castle (admission free) 

12.45 Balvenie Castle (admission £6) 

2.00 Lunch at Glenfiddich distillery café 

3.15 Ballindalloch Castle (admission £12) 

5.15-5.45 Tasting at the Whisky Castle (free) 

6.30pm Drop off Deeside or Speyside 
 


